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CHRISTIAN MARTYRS IN YEMEN 
 

In Yemen on Friday March 4th four nuns from the Missionaries of 

Charity, the order founded by Mother Teresa of Calcutta, were among 

those killed when four armed men attacked their convent and home for 

the elderly in the southern city of Aden. The fate of the Salesian priest 

Fr Tom Uzhunnalil who was kidnapped during the attack is still 

uncertain.  These pages contain a faxed first-hand account of the attack. 
 

Some background... 
 

Most people in the West would be surprised by the answer to the question: who are the most 

persecuted people in the world? According to the International Society for Human Rights, a 

secular group with members in 38 states worldwide, 80 per cent of all acts of religious 

discrimination in the world today are directed at Christians. 
 

In more than 40 nations around the world today Christians are being persecuted for their 

faith. In some of these nations it is illegal to own a Bible, to share your faith in Christ, 

change your faith or teach your children about Jesus. Those who boldly follow Christ—in 

spite of government edict or radical opposition—can face harassment, arrest, torture and 

even death. Yet Christians continue to meet for worship and to witness for Christ, and the 

church in restricted nations is growing. 
 

Christians are languishing in jail for blasphemy in Pakistan, and churches are burned and 

worshippers regularly slaughtered in Nigeria and Egypt, which has recently seen its worst 

anti-Christian violence in seven centuries.   
 

In Lahore, Pakistan on Easter Sunday a suicide bomb in children’s park killed more than 70 

people and injured hundreds of others. The stated targets of the bomber were Christian 

families celebrating Easter. 
 

In March this year the US Secretary of State John Kerry declared that ISIS is committing 

genocide against Christians and other religious and ethnic minorities in the Middle East. 

 

Prayer for Aid To Church In Need 

Father in Heaven, you make your sun shine on good and bad alike. 

Your Son Jesus Christ died for us all and in his glorious Resurrection  

He still retains the five wounds of his Passion. 

With his divine power he now sustains all those who suffer persecution and martyrdom 

for the sake of their fidelity to the faith of the Church. 

Merciful and mighty Father, 

do not allow Cain to return again to murder helpless Abel, innocent Abel. 

May persecuted Christians around the world remain, like Mary, their Mother, 

together at the foot of the cross of Christ the Martyr. 

Comfort those menaced by violence and those oppressed by uncertainty. 

May your Holy Spirit of love make fruitful the witness and the blood  

of those who die forgiving. 

Amen. 



 


